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Letter From Our Chaplain
Dear Serrans,
All our seminarians are now back at school for the start of a new semester, and we are pleased to welcome
four new seminarians this year.
It was a great summer and wonderful to have all our seminarians back home. The men in theology were
assigned to different parishes and the men in college worked to help pay for a portion of their tuition. The
summer ended with a trip to the Lake of the Ozarks sponsored by the Serra Club. Many of the Serrans were
there to prepare meals and take the seminarians out on boats. Everyone had a really great time.
We are excited about all the events this year for the men who are discerning priesthood. In addition to a
monthly discernment night at Good Counsel, we will have a series of regional “Come and See” dinners
throughout the Diocese. There is also an Encounter Weekend at Conception Seminary and a Quo Vadis
weekend retreat at the Sisters of St. Francis in Independence.
We also recently completed all the construction on the third-floor discernment house at Our Lady of Good
Counsel. This will now be a place where men who are discerning the priesthood can live and pray in an
intentional way.
Later this month, I will travel to Rome with Bishop Johnston for the Diaconate Ordination of one of our
seminarians, Paul Sappington. Paul will be ordained a deacon on September 30th in St. Peter’s Basilica.
Please continue to pray for all of the men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood. I remain very
grateful for your support.
In Christ and Mary,
Fr. Adam Johnson
Club Chaplain

Letter from Club President Jon Haden (August 25, 2021)
Greetings from your club president. Along with our other officers and trustees, I was installed on May 18,
2021, following Mass at St. Thomas More and a very nice dinner at Hallbrook Country Club. We extended our
thanks to our immediate Past President Vince Sabia and welcomed our President-Elect, Mike Van Dyke (whose
father Joe served as the club’s president in 1986-87).
We are still trying to navigate the obstacles posed by the pandemic. In early July we resumed the club’s in person meetings on a monthly basis with a Mass and gathering at Our Lady of Good Counsel, the Westportarea parish for which our chaplain Fr. Adam Johnson serves as pastor. Club member Joe Cirincione gave a
stirring presentation on Ignatian Spirituality, which forms the basis of Jesuit charism. On August 19 Club 25
hosted the Tri-Club Mass and meeting at St. Peter’s Parish, where we enjoyed the company and encouraging
remarks of Bishop James Johnston. In consideration of COVID guidelines, we will be providing box lunches and
complying with the mask restrictions of our meeting sites until further notice. While we have had a good
turnout of our members for the July and August meetings (between 30-40), I am hopeful that attendance will
pick up in the coming months, including for our September 1 meeting at 12 noon at Our Lady of Good Counsel.
I am grateful for the service of our officers and trustees. For example, Jana Cirincione has been busy
scheduling speakers and programs for our club meetings; Frank Clifford has been updating the club website
and working with volunteer John Froeschl on the Serra Nader; Dick Shaw and Vince Sabia have put together
the 2021-22 club roster; Jerry Cooke has been busy on efforts to increase the club’s membership; and Ken
Woodward has been keeping the club fiscally sound.
Please check the club calendar printed in this edition for coming events, and continue to check it on our
website, which we will update regularly. Our upcoming club meetings will be on October 6, November 3 and
December 3 at Our Lady of Good Counsel. Our annual Chili Dinner will be held on December 5, and the
Bishop’s Mass and Dinner for Seminarians on December 20, both at St. Thomas More. At least four of our
members, Jerry and Mo Haake and Dick and Daffy Shaw, will be attending the Serra International Convention
in October in Chicago. And I invite any club members who may be interested to join the organizing committee
for Club 25’s 75th Anniversary event in April 2022; just contact me or any other officer or trustee.
I appreciate your continuing financial support of the club, even during the curtailment of some of our activities
during the pandemic. We have continued to support our priests, seminarians and religious, and the
promotion of vocations, in many ways: hosting a successful Fireside recruitment event in June; hosting the
annual Seminarians Retreat at the Lake of the Ozarks in early August; co-sponsoring the Religious Sisters
Appreciation Day in late August and the CORE Priests Appreciation Day event in September; providing financial
support to efforts to resurrect a Serra Club in St. Joseph, MO (as well as the services of our members Jerry
Haake and Steve Pierce as ambassadors to that club); and making a $10,000 donation to the Diocesan
Vocation Office’s new discernment center at Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish.
Finally, I would like to welcome our new members who were inducted at the Tri-club meeting: Jay Haden (my
brother), Dr. John Romito and Larry Rupp. Another prospective member, Mark Fitzpatrick, submitted his
application last week. The future of our club depends on recruiting new members, and I encourage each of
you to join in this effort.
Take care and God bless.
Jon Haden

District Governor News
Looking at very early St. Serra Downtown Club information, I saw the original mission of St. Serra included Catholic
Friendship; meant to strengthen the Catholic faith in the community. I see your club very much aligned with that part of
our broader mission. Your growing faith environment in #25 is a blessing.
Recently our Holy Father addressed Serrans and pointed out “I would like to reflect on something … which, I believe is
central to the experience of faith: to be friends.” He continued, “This is, above all else, what a Serran is – a ‘special
friend’ whom the Lord has brought into the lives of Seminarians and Priests.”
What a great mission we have! Our Holy Father asked us to create a Circle of Friendship, a Circle of Trust and a Circle of
Love with our Priests, Seminarians and Consecrated Religious and to share those gifts with each other. When Jerry
Haake and I met this year with Bishop Johnston for the executive report on the Diocesan St. Serra update, Jerry asked
His Excellency what we could do for him. He answered: “To find more ways to offer support, encouragement and
positive expressions to our Priests.”
One of those ways is to grow our number of Serrans in our clubs and grow our clubs. I am happy to report our efforts to
start a new club in St. Joseph are at full strength. We have regular meetings with wonderful programs and multiple
efforts underway to create awareness of the need, the mission and the benefit of a strong St. Serra presence. Your club
is lending leadership and resources to this campaign.
Special thanks to each of you for the support you have given me in this new role. Thanks to Jerry for giving great advice
and providing a wonderful environment of leadership among the existing St. Serra clubs of the Diocese of Kansas City/St.
Joseph.
What lies ahead? Adhering to our mission of course, we look to examine our prayer focus, our identity within the faith
community and beyond, our financial strength and our support to our parishes and our partners in mission, our Catholic
schools, the Knights, Altar and Rosary, Legion of Mary, Catholic Radio, Vocations office, home school network and many
others.
To each of you in Club #25, you lead many of our community’s signature events for our diocese to give support and
appreciation to our Priests, Seminarians and Consecrated Religious. Thank You.
Peace, Mercy and Grace be Yours,
Wayne Snyder

In Memory of Our Fellow Serrans
Who have left our world and joined hands with our loving God in heaven.
May their souls and all the souls of faithfully departed rest in peace through Christ our Lord, Amen

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Robert E. Turgeon
August 6, 1929 - September 25, 2020

Bob was a lifelong member of St. Elizabeth Parish, Rockhurst high school and college graduate. He served in the U.S.
Navy on the aircraft carrier USS Lexington.
He was married to Stella Mae McCaffery 60 years. They had six children 10 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Bob was active in the community: he served as an active member of the Serra Club 25 in downtown Kansas City
Missouri, the longest member of the Kansas City Police retirement board and also served on the board of the Visiting
Nurses Association. He was a distinguished commercial real estate broker for more than 70 years
Bob was laid to rest, after the rosary and mass of Christian burial on October 17, 2020
Bob would often part friendly family and social gatherings with a smile and a phrase that would seem to do well as his
epitaph - one last time “I’m mad and I’m leaving” bye Bob

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Paul Lillig
January 31, 1932 - July 3, 2021

Paul passed away into the arms of our Lord surrounded by his family and loved ones.
Paul kept constantly busy. After five, his real-life work began raising a family and helping friends with home repairs,
volunteer based communities, the Serra Club, the Conception Seminary, being an active member of his parish. He was
passionate about the Little sisters of the poor who cared for his mother.
He was a consummate salesman. Perhaps most notably Paul founded a successful pre-sort mail company name Docusort. Paul retired to the farm where he fashioned rocking chairs for all his family and friends, who joked “even though he
had only one eye everything came out level.” He created stories and had a great sense of humor. We are grateful for the
stories he left us and for the “character” he was.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Frances Lillig
May 3, 1934 - July 9, 2021

Frances was greeted in Heaven by her husband, Paul Anthony Lillig, who, as fate would have it, passed away just six
short days before her.
The two celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary earlier this year.
Together they raised six children nine grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren.
For decades, her Sundays were for church and hosting a pancake breakfast, just as her mother had done. Grandchildren
and great-grandchildren will fondly remember the weekly gatherings at Grandma Frances' house.
Frances was the quintessential "collector." Whether it was children, friends, antiques, jewelry, hats, sweets, scotch, or
champagne, she had refined taste and enjoyed everything.
Another beloved tradition, and perhaps Frances' favorite day of the year, was St. Patrick's Day, when at least 200 of
Frances' closest friends and family would gather at her Ward Parkway home for a 7:30 a.m. Irish breakfast, chased with
shots of Jameson.
Happily, Paul and Francis will be remembered together. A Serra Rosary for the couple was prayed on Tuesday, July 13,
2021 followed by mass of Christian burial.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gregory L. Vranicar
June 28. 1950 – August 22, 2021

He passed from complications following a stroke.
Greg was the oldest of seven children, attended Grinnell College in Iowa, where achieved Phi Beta Kappa distinction and
was the President’s Medalist for superior scholarship and campus leadership.

He went on to Iowa Law School. As a ROTC officer he was assigned to Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base and served as a
Judge Advocate.
After a successful law career Greg began a new career as a fundraiser for both the Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas
and the Diocese of Kansas City-St Joseph. He then retired and found enjoyment and satisfaction in volunteering.
Having been the quarterback for his school’s football team, he was active in athletic endeavors of his children.
He was an active member of the Serra Club 25 serving as President for the year 2025-2016. Many of his Serra collogues
noted that he was a “great fundraiser and all-around good guy” “as he was always working for the good of others.”
He and Marilyn recently celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary. Greg you will be missed here and we know that
you are talking to and working with your new friends in Heaven, telling stories about us.

Serra Club #25 Website
Our club's website Home Page has an ongoing calendar of events and photos of Serra Club activities. The right side of
the Home Page includes feature article of the 2020 Regional Convention at Conception Abbey and previous publications
of the Serra-Nader. The upper right side has About Us; Membership; Activities; How to Help; and Contact Us tabs. The
website is an ongoing work-in-progress as we continue to add new content.
Special thanks to Greg Vranicar (RIP) and Cheryl Hanback for their efforts in getting the website developed.
Checkout our website at www.serrakcmo.org.

Mark Your Calendars
September 2021
1
5
14
18
19
20

Mass and Lunch – 12n OLOGC
Labor Day
Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
Visit to Sisters in Gower MO –
9:30a
Jubilee Mass for Religious - 2p
Franciscan Prayer Center
Priests Appreciation Day –
Lion’s Gate

23 Anniversary: St. Serra
Canonization
26 Priesthood Sunday
December 2021
1 Mass and Lunch – 12n OLOGC
5 Chili Dinner – KC Club @ STM
8 Immaculate Conception-Holy
14
20
25

October 2021
1 Partnering for Future
Priests Day of Giving
6 Mass and Lunch – 12n
OLOGC

November 2021
3 Mass and Lunch- 12n OLOGC
(Honoring Deceased Serrans)

9 Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
7-13 Nat’l Vocations Awareness

8 5th Grade Vocation Day – 9a

26

LeBlond HS

Week
Thanksgiving

7-10 Serra Int’l Convention,
Chicago

12 Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
TBA Sisters Appreciation Event

January 2022
5 Mass and Lunch – 12n OLOGC
11 Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
13-16 Serra Rally, Dallas/Ft. Worth

Day
Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
Bishop’s Mass/Dinner For
Seminarians/Families - STM
Christmas

February 2022
2 Mass and Lunch – 12n OLOGC
6 World Day of Prayer for
Consecrated Life

8 Board Meeting - 4p St. Peter
16 Ash Wednesday
23 5th Grade Vocation Day – 9a St.
Michael the Archangel H.S.

2021-22 Club 25 Officers and Trustees
President
President-Elect
Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
VP-Communications
VP-Membership

Jon Haden
Mike Van Dyke
Vince Sabia
Mike O’Flaherty
Ken Woodward
Frank Clifford
Jerry Cooke

VP-Vocations
Historian
Chaplain
Serra Nader Editor
Serra Foundation Representative
Friends of Serra
Two-Year Trustees

VP-Programs

Jana Cirincione

One-Year Trustees

Kevin Connor
Dick Shaw
Fr. Adam Johnson
John Froeschl
Jeff Randolph
John Massman
Danny Bonderer
Tom Kenagy
Rey Gonzalez
Laurence Freeman
Edward Greim

Checkout our website at www.serrakcmo.org.

